THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

by sea, to Susa. With his death at Babylon, in 323 B.C.,
passed away one who might have been the first king of
the whole Indian peninsula had not the difficulty of
preserving intact a line of communication of enormous
length through a recently conquered country necessitated
such a reduction of his forces as would have left too small
an army with which to subdue the nations ready to oppose
his advance. Alexander did not visit Kathiawad, but he
came very close to it, and very probably, indeed, recon-
noitred the coast of Anarta (Kaehh), which then formed
part of Saurashtra.

Previous to Alexander's invasion the principal kingdom
of Northern India was that of Magadh, which now forms
the province of Behar. On its borders was the kingdom
of Kosala, the modern Oudh, and in these two countries
Buddhism took its rise. The philosopher, Gautama
Buddha, died an old man in about 477 B.C., during the
reign of Ajatasatru, King of Magadh, and shortly after-
wards the Bang of Kosala, after some fighting, was worsted
by his more powerful neighbour, who from that time held
prior place without dispute. Kosala became part and
parcel of Magadh, and the Magadh kings continued to
add to their power and conquests. In about the year
434 B.C. the eighth ruler of the Magadh dynasty founded
the city of Patliputra (Patna) on the site of a fort of the
same name which had been built by the sixth of his line.
Patliputra thus became in course of time the capital
of a mighty empire. In the year 322 B.C., Chandragupta
Maurya, a young adventurer of the Magadh house, raised
the standard of revolt against the Greek power in the
Punjab. Being successful in this venture, he turned his
attention towards Magadh, from which country he had
been exiled, and, having dethroned and slain the king,
himself seized the throne. Raising an enormous army,
he completely subjugated all Northern India as far South
as the Narbada River, and appropriated the title of
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